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Financial information
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Pledges & Offerings 55%
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Endowment 10%
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Dear burlpres friends,

One of my favorite movies is the animated film – “Up”. If you haven’t seen it, do yourself a  favor, and watch it 
on your favorite streaming device. The movie features an older man named Carl Fredrickson who is a balloon 
salesman. Carl is happily married to a woman named Ellie, and they live a wonderful life together in a tiny little 
house. Their life goal is to go on a big vacation together. Carl wants to surprise his wife, and presents her with 
the gift of that dream vacation, but on the day he presents it to her, she sadly passes away. So, to escape (his 
pain and the neighborhood) Carl ties one thousand balloons to his old house, and floats away from the 
challenges that are all around him.

A lot of us probably feel like Carl these days. We just wish we could tie one thousand balloons to our life and 
float above it all.

And so, this year’s stewardship series will be based on the word “Up”. We will focus on the concept of God 
helping us to float up above all things in this world. The stewardship theme will be – “Go: Upward and Onward 
with God”.

The word “Up” actually occurs in the Bible 2,380 times. Here are some of my favorite verses. “He heals the 
brokenhearted, and binds Up their wounds,” Psalm 147:3. “Arise Lord, lift Up your hand oh God,” Psalm 10:12. 
“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you Up,” James 4:10. “Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a 
kind word cheers it Up,” Prov. 12:25.. “I lift Up my eyes to the mountains, where does my help come from,”. You 
might say that our faith is based on the concept of looking Up.

In this series we will focus on four important tools for growth in our Christian journey:

To do anything great in life, we need to start with humility – “humble up”. Then, we are faced with the fact that 
we can do nothing on our own, so we give to God – “give up”. After we give to God, we want to help others with a 
“hand up”. And finally, our job as Christ followers is to “build up” the world around us.

There is one final "Up" concept we hope you consider in our stewardship campaign. We hope that you will 
consider “Rounding Up” your pledge to our church this year. So, if you are giving $175 a month, maybe you 
might think about “rounding it up” to $200 a month. As inflation costs increase, so do our costs at the church. 
Thank you so much for your generosity!

Finally, I hope that you know deep down in your hearts that our God is even more powerful than  the balloons 
that carried Carl Fredrickson’s house away into the heavens. Our God can lift us Up,  in any and every 
circumstance. Come be lifted Up with God, this Fall! Thanks for being a great church.

In Christ,
Graham Baird

Humble Up Give Up A Hand Up Build Up
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Where is God
Calling You Upward

and Onward?

You are invited to ponder that holy question with us as we discern how we can 
be even more faithful, more impactful, and more committed as a church.

Your pledges and contributions to burlpres make it possible for us to go 
upward and onward to worship, come together as a community, serve others, 
and build up the world around us. Gifts to our General Fund support our 
hardworking staff and the diverse, life-giving ministries of the church. If you 
are not a regular giver, would you consider making a commitment this year?
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For 2022, based on the commitments we received 
from members and regular attenders, burpres 
budgeted $1,200,000 in pledges. For 2023, to 
support the many ways God is lifting up life at 
burlpres, we ask that you prayerfully consider 
upping your pledge to the next level of giving.

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At 
just the right time we will reap a harvest of 

blessing (Galatians 6:9)

Thank you for your prayerful consideration to support God’s work 
at burlpres!
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Enclosed you will find a pledge card and envelope. Once you have prayerfully 
determined your pledge, complete the information on the card, place it in the envelope 
and either mail or hand-deliver it to the church office or Sunday services. If you prefer, 
you can submit your pledge online at burlpres.church/give.

Pledging a financial commitment to burlpres:

The amount of your pledge is not the most important factor. The discipline of giving 
back to God in an act of worship, showing faith and love, that is what is most important.

Your pledge is your best estimate of the monetary gift you plan for 2023. Your pledge 
can be increased, decreased, or stopped should circumstances change in your 
household.

Overview information about the total number of individual and family pledging units, 
and overall pledge totals are reported to the stewardship committee. The committee 
uses this overview data to help track and share progress of the campaign with you along 
the way.

There are many ways to give: cash, checks, bill pay, online credit or debit, by smart 
phone, appreciated stock gifts, through a Minimum Required Distribution directed to 
the church, or by automatic draft. If you have questions, please call Carolyn 
Richardson at the church office.
(650) 342-0875

Please remember, your pledged gift is the primary source of revenues for our internal 
worship activities, general operations, and the outreach missions to which we have 
committed. Knowing your anticipated pledge will allow church leadership to finalize our 
budget and determine what can be accomplished for God’s glory at burlpres in 2023.

As you consider your planned gift; pray, ask questions, and know that as you are a 
blessing to others, you too will be blessed.

And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also
raise up us by his own power. 1 Corinthians 6:1408


